Donna Lee Staats
November 26, 1930 - March 25, 2019

Donna Lee Staats, 88, of Pinetop, was born on November 26, 1930 in Howells, Nebraska
to a German farming family. Donna was a twin to her brother and best friend, Donald Lee.
They had three older sisters and two older brothers (Mildred Brahmer, Howard Remm,
Norman Remm, Frieda Roberts, and Shirley High), all who have preceded her in death.
Donna, Donald and their parents left the farm and moved to Casa Grande in 1943 for
Donald's health. It was there she met Charles Staats who was her classmate at Casa
Grande Union High School. She attended Lamson Business College and married Charles
in 1950 just before he enlisted in the United States Air Force.
Their marriage was blessed with three children: Charles William Jr., Michael Donald, and
Deborah Lee, all whom reside in the Phoenix area.
Donna enjoyed her 25+ years working in numerous capacities for Casa Grande Union
High School and made many life-long friends while there.
She and Charles retired together in 1989 and moved full time to their summer home in
Pinetop. They thoroughly enjoyed their nearly 20 years of retirement by travelling to 48 of
the 50 states and taking several cruises with family and friends. Their marriage of 57
years ended when Charles passed in 2007.
Donna enjoyed serving the Presbyterian Church in Pinetop and spent countless hours
sewing crafts, baking and cooking for fund raisers, and serving as treasurer for the
Presbyterian Women's group.
More than anything she loved her family. She was a devoted wife, mother and
grandmother and gave her love freely and without question. She was patient, forgiving,
generous, thoughtful, caring and selfless. Donna left this earth for her heavenly home on
March 25, 2019 after a yearlong struggle with cancer.
She is survived by her three children and their families: her son Bill and his wife Carolyn,
her son Mike and his wife Gina, her daughter Debbie, her grandchildren Paul Roman and
wife Ana, Stephanie Saunders and husband Kent, Liana DeMar and husband Chris,
Shelby Staats , Michael C Staats and Jacob Drewencki, and 9 great-grandchildren along
with many treasured nephews and nieces across the country.
Memorial services will be held on Saturday, March 30, 2019, 11:00AM at Liv Generations
Ahwatukee Senior Living (address and directions are provided below) with Pastor Allan

Fuller officiating.
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Memorial Service 11:00AM - 12:30PM
Liv Generation Sr Living
15815 S 50th St, Phoenix, AZ, US, 85048

Comments

“

To Donna's Family:
I met Donna through my mother, who was a member of Presbyterian Women at the
Commmunity Presbyterian Church in Pinetop, AZ. She was always friendly, gracious
and a fabulous cook. When my daughter and I would visit from San Diego, I always
looked forward to seeing her. When my parents both passed away in 2010, she was
of great help to me in getting my mother's many quilting supplies to the PW and
helping pack up some valuables so I could put them in a safer place when my dad
passed mid-winter. I feel blessed to have known her. She spent her life doing the
most important thing: being of service to others. Sending you lots of love.
Best,
Laura Akers

Laura Akers - April 02, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

Thank you Laura! It’s always nice to hear how my mother touched the lives of others. We
really appreciate your kind words.
Debbie Staats - April 06, 2019 at 12:08 PM

“

12 files added to the album Memories Album

Debbie Staats - March 31, 2019 at 05:59 PM

“

Debbie, your mom and dad were very special people. When I first met them with your
cousin Bill Steward they welcomed me with open arms and were so special to me.
Donna made me a beautiful Indian doll and surprised me with it, I cherish so much. I
enjoyed talking and visiting them when Bill and I came to Arizona it was a pleasure to
know Donna, she was special. My sincere condolences to your family for your loss.
Love to all of you. Bill and Laverna

Laverna Steward Randall - March 28, 2019 at 04:51 PM

